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that he had ever read the speech when he wrote the poem.
He wrote to Spedding, begging him to " commend " a book shortly to be published by an old Louth tutor of his, Mr Dale:
SOMERSBY,
February qth <
MY DEAR JAMES,
I seize upon a half sheet, the blank half of a printed prospectus of a translation of the " Osman Sultan's campaigns in Western Asia, from Bayezyd Ildirim to the death of Murad the Fourth (1389-1640), from the German of Joseph Von Hammer, by Thomas Aquila Dale2," indeed mine ancient tutor and paidagogue in times of yore. Which work commend everywhere, for, I think, he is likely to do it well, and the book will contain a map of the countries from Sinope to Tiflis, and from Odana to Bagdad. Which map will be three feet and a half by two and a half, and you will grant that our literature is marvellously deficient in works of Oriental History. And as I said before the man is mine ancient and trusty paidagogue, and moreover a good man, and one that is publishing at a loss, and one that has not two cloaks, wherefore it is reasonable that you should commend his book. For your letter I thank you heartily: my thanks have lost half their natural vigour and beauty; however you must recollect that half your epistle was to someone else, indeed you confessed as much in your P. S. Are we not quits then, or in the language of Mrs Jennings, " Does not one shoulder of mutton drive out another? " You should not have written to me without telling me somewhat that was interesting to myself
1 The letters of this time are often undated.
>2 Published by William Straker, West Strand, 1835.